YIp - Yip!

'm Scout!

| love to use my nose to do all sorts of tracking -- I've found
two skunks and four chipmunks in the past week alone! But
my specialty is discovering words!

We're going to work together this year to track down good
grammar and search out super spelling skills.

With my nose, and your eyes, we'll be on the lookout for
words that work and ones that don't!

When you see this symbol -- % -- a parent needs to
work through the information with you.

Are you ready!?
Let's get started!



Grammar Exercise
Introducing Capitalization

o= Digging Up the Facts!

Have you ever wondered why you learned to make small letters AND big letters? You use your little letters
all the time, in words like bat, ball, fat and tall!

What are the big letters for?

The big letters are for something we call CAPITALIZATION. That’s because big letters are really called
CAPITAL LETTERS. They are taller than the little letters and we use them for many things. Today we will
look at two ways we use capital letters.

%* We use capital letters for NOUNS that name specific people, certain places, and things.

We call a cat -- well -- a cat. (with a small c.)
But we call our own cat by its name, Curly. (with a big C.)

That is because it is one certain cat, and it has a name. We always use capital letters for names.
% We use capital letters for the FIRST WORD of sentences.

This store is fun.

Ugly bugs came in the door.

Copy the sentence below with the right words capitalized. There are |15 words to be capitalized.

my cousin jacob shared his toys with cindy
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Creative Writing Skills
Using Capitalization

Remember this about capitalization:
# We use capital letters for NOUNS that name specific people, certain places, and things.
% We use capital letters for the FIRST WORD of sentences.

Using correct capitalization, write a few sentences that tell about your home.
Write about:

% Where your home is located -- in the city or country, on a street or down a lane

# What your home looks like on the outside

# What rooms there are on the inside

# Where your room is and what you have in your room




Handwriting Practice
Writing with Capital Letters

You can see that Leah has already started
her handwriting. Now it is your turn. Write
out your home address and phone number
three times. Below, Mom or Dad can fill in
the information for you to copy.

House Number and Street

City, Country, Zip Code

Your Phone Number




Grammar Exercise
More Words to Capitalize

800-555-9236

_/
= Digging Up the Facts!

Many words are capitalized. Here are some more of the most common words or types of words that need to
be capitalized.

%* We use a capital letter for the word

My friends and | found a snake in the grass.

%* We capitalize the FIRST LETTER IN THE NAMES of:

Days of the week - Friday, Monday, Saturday
Months of the year & holidays-January, August, December, Thanksgiving, New Year's Day
Streets, cities and towns - Oak Street, Riverdale, Johnsonville, St. Louis, Washington Boulevard
Landmarks or monuments -  Mount Rushmore, Gateway Arch, Vietham Memorial
Rivers, lakes, oceans, etc. - Mississippi River, Blakely Pond, Indian Ocean, Long Lake, Gulf of Mexico
Continents, states, countries - Antarctica, Canada, Alaska, Europe, Indonesia, North Carolina
Natural formations - Mount Everest, Chimney Rock, Sahara Desert, Muir Glacier, Jupiter
Names of written work - Treasure Island, Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star and Romeo and Juliet
Brand names - Kool-Aid, Microsoft Windows, Fruity Pebbles
Titles of people - Mr. Zimmerman, Professor Grant, Dr. Flood, King David
Names for God - Elohim, God, Jesus, Jehovah
Names of gods & deities - Zeus, Allah, Buddha, Apollo
Specific animal species - Shitzu, Thomson's Gazelle, Giant Panda, Blue Nuthatch

-

Now it is time to practice your capitalization skills. Think of one example, not listed above, of each of the
following, and capitalize it correctly. An example is done for you.

Holiday - Christmas

Continent -

Day of the week -

Brand name of something you eat

River -

Landmark or monument -

Holiday -

Street -

Ocean -

City -
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Creative Writing Skills
Capitalization in Stories

¢= Digging Up the Facts!

I love to listen to a good story! Do you have a favorite story?

Good stories introduce the reader to interesting characters and take the reader to places that
are scary, weird, exciting or just plain unusual! Below each category, think of several names of
interesting characters or exciting places. Some examples are completed for you. Be sure to
capitalize the words that ought to be capitalized!

INTERESTING CHARACTERS EXCITING PLACES
Black Bart, western outlaw A musty library in London, England
Hungry Jack Pratt, starving pirate A museum full of dinosaur

bones in Montana
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Grammar Exercise
Finding Words to Capitalize it

<=3 Digging Up the Facts!

As | dug holes in my backyard, | came across this letter written by a mournful Rapunzel, who
had been locked in a castle tower for what felt like years. It seems she had forgotten how to use
capital letters. Underline the words that she ought to have capitalized.

dear mom,

i am sorry it has been so long since my last letter. i have had something exciting happen here at
wellington castle. last tuesday i had a visitor whose name was george.

as you will remember, last tuesday was actually valentine's day. before the sun was up, i rose
from bed to see if i could catch sight the rare jewel-throated hummingbird. i had no luck there,
but was able to glimpse a golden eagle.

anyway, around noon my tower keeper, henry, brought up
my visitor. i was amazed to find that george was a writer for
travel in style magazine, which i still receive here at the castle.
some months ago, in december, just before christmas, i wrote
a story and george came to deliver a check for my
contribution to the "travel tips" section. it was a great piece
called "packing light for a long stay."

to my surprise, george was a master storyteller. he told me
tales about his journeys to china and india. he described in
detail many of the sights he took in -- the great wall of china
and the taj mahal, a famous building in india. he told me
how the taj mahal was built by a man named jahan for his
wife mumtaz, who he loved very much. as you can imagine, i
almost cried when i found out she had died and left him
heartbroken.

unfortunately, his visit reminds me of how much i hate being
locked up in this manner. i long to see different places, yet
here i am, stuck in a smelly tower outside london.

so, i am writing to tell you i plan to try to escape. i am
hoping to come up with a plan of action before easter in early
april. by that time the weather will be good and i can follow
the thames river to the atlantic ocean. at least, i hope i can.
perhaps i can board a boat to cross the english channel and be
back to you in time for mother's day.

sincerely,

rapunzel
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Handwriting Practice
Practice with Capital Letters

Here's a fun way to practice capitalization!
On the lines, write the names indicated,
and capitalize them correctly.




8¢, Grammar Exercise
&b Capitalization Scavenger Hunt

Now we really get to have some fun! This is just what I'm best at!

Listed below are various items you'll be able to "sniff out"” in your family's home.
Find the items, then write down one word on each of the items that is capitalized.
Then, on the last line, tell why it is capitalized.

LOOK FOR THIS: CAPITALIZED WORD | FOUND: WHY IT IS CAPITALIZED?

a piece of mail

a box of cereal

a map

a favorite book

family calendar

a magazine

a refrigerator magnet

a CD cover

phone book advertisement




Spelling Work
Spelling Test

Time to get down to business -- spelling business that is!
Write out your spelling words below as your teacher reads them aloud.




Grammar Exercise
What Is a Sentence?

== Digging Up the Facts!

All sentences have two very necessary parts. | found this out from my next
door neighbor, Mrs. Finkleheimer. Mrs. Finkleheimer is a teacher, and she
always talks about me in complete sentences -- like these:

Scout barks.

Scout lives next door.

Scout should play somewhere else.

That rascally Scout has been digging in my yard again.

The first necessary part of a sentence is a subject; the complete subject portion of the sentence
is usually what or whom the sentence is about, along with any words that modify it. The simple
subject is just the word (or words) that the sentence is about, by itself. In these sentences, my
name is the simple subject, since Mrs. Finkleheimer always seems to be talking about me!

The second part of a sentence is its predicate; the predicate is the part of the sentence that
contains a verb or a verb phrase made up of a verb and its helping words and modifiers. It is the
"doing" or "action" or "describing" part of the sentence.

Here's how you can show the two parts of the sentences. Divide the subject from the predicate
with a line, and write "SUBJECT" and "PREDICATE" above each part of the sentence.

Subject Predicate Subject Predicate

Scout | barks. Scout | should play somewhere else.

Subject Predicate Subject Predicate

Scout | lives next door. That rascally Scout | has been digging in my yard again.
0,
w

Now it is your turn! Draw a line between the subject and predicate and label them.

Scout loves to chew on bones.

Dogs love to chase cars and catch frisbees.

Two playful dogs enjoy barking at Scout.

Mrs. Finkleheimer and Scout live in different houses.
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